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<Abstract>
A Short Reflection on the Translation of the Names of
‘Locust’ in the Old Testament

Yeong Mee Lee
(Hanshin University)

The present study suggests to translate technical terminology, such as names
of materials, plants, and animals in the Bible into Korean based on the principle
of ‘dynamic equivalence’ in narrative texts, and ‘literary functional equivalence’
in poetic parallel lines. The term that refers to ‘locust’ is the case study for this
paper.

The difficulty of translating technical biblical terminology into Korean names
is threefold. First is the lack of understanding about the actual characteristics of
the given terminology in biblical culture. Second, it is hard to find an equivalent
terminology because of the cultural differences between the world of the Bible
and Korea. Third, there are cases where some terminologies symbolize different
or even opposite meaning in their respective cultures. For these difficulties,
translation of technical terminology of the Bible needs to follow the principles of
‘dynamic equivalence’ or ‘literary functional equivalence’ instead of ‘formal
equivalence’.

The study first explained characteristics of biblical terms for locust in Hebrew
to provide the background for choosing equivalent terms in Korean. There are
nine different words used to refer to various kinds of locusts: ‘arbeh, chagav,
sol‘am, chargol, gev (or govay), gazam, chasil, yeleq, tselatsal. The term, ‘arbeh
is most common word. Second, it examined the names of locust that appear in
Korean Bible translations to see if the names reflect the characteristics of locust
in Hebrew. Most Korean Bible translations of locust are not coherent in the use
of equivalent terms between Hebrew and Korean name. Neither did they conside
r the biblical rhetoric of parallelism. Third, it suggested the term for locust be
translated differently in narrative texts and in parallel lines, focusing on the
meaning of the name by which biblical author intended to express through its
metaphor.

An example, among many cases, comes from Joel 1:4. The names of locust in
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Joel 1:4 are not seen as four different kinds of locust. They seem to represent
two grown locusts and two baby locusts in parallel lines. Thus the study
suggests to translate it as follows:

What the big locusts had left, the locust have eaten;

what the locust had left, the young locust have eaten;

what the young locust had left, the locust swarms have eaten.



